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Editorials 


Questions for Modern Jews 
Why Is THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT? asks 
the youngster at the Seder table. 

Perhaps that bit of ritual passes 
too speedily for adequate absorption 
of what it denotes. 

First, it implies that children are 
important. Most parents would agree, 
but do they act as though they 
really believe it? 

Rearing youngsters is a hard and 
painful task; it cannot be casually 
approached or nonchalantly  ex- 
ecuted. It certainly can’t be bought. 

If parents want their children to 
place a higher premium on the ethi- 
cal and the intellectual, they must 
demonstrate their sincerity by setting 
the example in conversation, in the 
decisions they arrive at, and in the 
activities they choose. If parents 
want their children to cherish re- 
ligion they must graphically indicate 
their own high regard for the need 
and utility of a living faith. 

Many adults, unfortunately, feel 
that religion is something to be re- 
vered but not utilized. This attitude 
is damaging and disastrous. 

If our faith teaches that men are 
equal, then in every area of life we 
should contest the contention that 
any group of men are innately bet- 
ter than others. This should be the 
Jewish position in Mississippi, in 
the Union of South Africa, in Russia, 
and in New York. 

If our faith teaches that we must 
champion the cause of justice, pro- 
testing against injustice becomes a 
religious obligation (and not, as 
some would mislabel it, a political 
act), whether the area of concern 
he Chicago or the Middle East. 


Passover commemorates an event 
which is essentially religious, inas- 
much as it grew out of the conviction 
that the servants of God cannot be 
the slaves of men. 

If we are faithful to God and 
godly in our faith we will want to 
make use of our religious ideals 
all contexts. 
then should 


times and in 
celebrations 


at all 
Passover 





strengthen our attachments to the | 


glorious precepts of Judaism and, 
in turn, make us eager to augment 
the contribution of the Jew to the 
welfare of mankind. 


With the prayer that our solici- 


tude for our children and for our 


principles will be displayed in all | 


our daily deeds, the Union of Ameri- 


can Hebrew Congregations and all | 
sincerest Pass- | 


its affiliates extend 


over greetings to all. 


Cash 


SHOULD NEW TECHNIQUES to make 


Judaism more meaningful be ex- 
plored? Should Liberal Judaism be 


more graphically portrayed in litera- 


ture and telecasts? Do you want even | 


better textbooks for your children? 
Do you want your temple to acquire 
the best 
administration, 


data on 


and _ building 


adult education, | 


pro- | 


grams? Do you feel that our amaz- | 


ing youth ought to be 
bolstered? Do you want the highest 
standards of rabbinical education to 
be maintained? If so, give generous- 
ly to the Combined Campaign for 
the maintenance of our national in- 
stitutions in its effort to 
collect cash to meet its 1956 goal. 


program 
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A Jewish “Convert” to Judaism 


HIS MAGAZINE has featured sev- 
| ee articles by Christian con- 
verts to Judaism. Allow a Jewish 
“convert” to active Judaism to 
have a word. I would rather re- 
main anonymous because my 
ideas and not my identity are im- 
portant in connection with what 
I would like to say. 

I am a business man who sub- 
scribed for a long time to the 
notion that temple-going was for 
the very old, the very young, the 
weary and the weak. Like so many 
of my friends, I followed the fa- 
miliar pattern of appearing at 
temple only on Kaddish occasions 
and the High Holydays. 

Then some temple committee 
work in which I became involved 
necessitated my going to several 
services. Carefully I examined the 
prayer book. Closely I listened to 
the sermon. Instead of irrelevant, 
as I had supposed them to be, 
both the text of the ritual and the 
rabbi’s text were astonishingly 
helpful to me in the clarification 
of thoughts that were running 
through my mind that very week. 





The author of this article, who prefers 
to remain anonymous, is a business man 
affiliated with Temple Oheb Shalom, 
Baltimore. Comments on this article are 
welcomed. 





STUDENT TOUR 
OF 
EUROPE 


| 
Private tour, personally led by a 


teacher and experienced 
youth leader 


coeducational limited enrollment | 


For brochure or information, call or write 


NEW HORIZONS TOURS | 


David H. Galerstein. Dir. 
65-38 Booth Street 
Rego Park 74, N.Y, Illinois 9-6971 


Out of curiosity I returned 
again. Once more I found the ideas 
in the prayer book (as you know, 
there are five different Friday 
night services) forcefully vivid, 
and again what the rabbi said was 
most enlightening. 


‘converted.” I do not 


‘ 


I became 
attend every single week. As often 
as I can I go on Saturday morn- 
ings, for here the prayer book 
sentiments are, it seems to me, 
even more potent, and I like the 
drama of the taking out of the To- 
rah, its reading and interpretation. 
It gives me an “enormous” lift. 

I think everyone ought to own 
a copy of Volume I of the Union 
Prayerbook. Doesn’t this idea from 
the Saturday ritual give you a 
graphic new slant on the problem 
of evil, so ably discussed in the 
last issue of this magazine? Listen 
to it: “We would not close our eyes 
to the evils that beset our path, but 
struggle manfully to turn them into 
stepping-stones_ leading upward 
I can’t re-read that 
prayer too often. 


unto Thee.” 


Or take the statement from the 
Friday night liturgy about the need 
to “put to the highest use every 
gift of Thy hand and cherish a 
good conscience above _ sensual 
gratification.” Isn’t that a valuable 
idea that can be used every day of 
the week? Similarly useful are 
such Prayerbook gems as: “We 
are but stewards of whatever we 
possess” and “Like the stars by 
day, our beloved dead are not 
seen by mortal eyes, but they shine 
on in the untroubled firmament of 
endless time.” 

Similarly, the responsive read- 
ings, the silent meditation, and the 
stirring music offer us sources of 
wisdom and courage. The well- 


springs, of course, do not flow of 


their own accord, for the worship- 
per must be willing and receptive. 
Furthermore, the atmosphere of 
group worship induces in me and 
others a feeling of introspection. 
Smugness seems to melt away, and 
by the same token problems that 
seemed acute are reduced in size 
and formidability. 

Please don’t get the impression 
that I am saying that worship 
solved all my problems. Nor have 
I been bartering my Friday nights 
in exchange for peace of mind. But 


Ni : 
‘ ic it be Thy will, O Lord our 


God, to lead us in Thy ways, that Thy 
name may be honored and Israel be 
blessed by our actions. May we walk 
according to the precepts of Thy law, 
and, remaining firm in our devotion te 
Thee, may we never fall into tempta- 
tion or shame. May our better nature 
always prompt us to discharge our 
duties faithfully and to do. good with 
a willing heart. Gird us with strength 
to govern our inclinations in accord. 
ance with Thy will. Grant, O Father 
that by our conduct we may win favor 
in Thine eyes and in the eyes-of our 


fellow men, Usion Prayerbouk 





INNER STRENGTH comes from Union 
Prayerbook, says writer. Above is prayer 
reprint distributed by National Federation 
of Temple Brotherhoods. 


I have acquired an inner strength 
that is more abundant than what 
I previously was able to muster. 
An important factor in this acqui- 
sition is the contents of the sermon. 
I was astonished to discover how 
often the rabbi accurately aimed at 
my needs. 

I don’t want this statement to 
sound like a “testimonial,” but | 
am genuinely declaring that added 
courage has come to me as a result 
of my exposure to religious serv- 
ices, and I recommend the dis- 


covery to all who read this. 
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WHAT DOES YOUR CONGREGATION’S NAME MEAN? 


your congregation means? 


D° YOU KNOW what the name of 

The practice of giving names to 
congregations has_ reached _ its 
greatest popularity in the United 
States. In other parts of the world 
and in other times, congregations 
have been named after the rabbi, 
an occupational group (Die 
Shneiders’ Shul, The Tailors’ Syn- 
agogue), a location, or a sect. The 
United 
States was named Shearith Israel 


first synagogue in the 


(Remnant of Israel) because its 
founders actually thought of them- 
selves as survivors of the Jewish 
people in this foreign land. Nowa- 
days, a congregation’s name only 
rarely has any connection with 
actual circumstances surrounding 
its history. The founders merely 
choose a name which they think 
will be fitting. Among the con- 
siderations determining the choice 
of a name these days are: 1) How 
pronounceable is it? 2) How easily 
can it be handled in newspaper 
articles? 3) Is it a name which no 
other local congregation uses? 

In order to make clear the sig- 
nificance of congregational names 
it is necessary to absorb a little 
Hebrew. One Hebrew word, for 
example, used widely in congrega- 
tional names is Beth. What does 
Beth mean? Some people will tell 
you that it means House. Actually, 
it means “House of”; in Hebrew 
nouns have two forms, the absolute 
for the word proper and the con- 
struct for the possessive. Thus, the 
Hebrew word for house is bayis, 
pronounced exactly like bias, and 
if you want to say house of, bayis 
becomes beth. 

Pronunciation is another prob- 
lem in dealing with Hebrew words. 
The real problem is transliteration, 
that is, the rendering of Hebrew 
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words into English. The problem 
centers about the fact that there 
are at least three different ways of 
pronouncing Hebrew. One, known 
as Ashkenazic, a word which origi- 
nally means German, is the way 
in which most rabbis read the serv- 
ice and the Torah. In Ashkenazic, 
the word for house is pronounced 
bias, as we have said, and the form 
for house of is base, as in baseball. 
Another method of pronouncing 
Hebrew is called Sephardic, from 
the Hebrew word for Spanish; in 
this style, the term for house 
sounds like buy-it, and for house 
of, you say bait. Modern Israeli 
Hebrew is closer to the Sephardic, 
and the word for house of in that 
style sounds like bet. But English 
usage has created its own spellings 
Biblical 


house of in English has become 


of many terms, and 
not base or bait or bet. but beth. 
So in temple names, Beth means 
house of. The acceptance of Eng- 
lish usage can be awkward for con- 
gregations which want to be more 
purist in their spellings. For ex- 
ample, in Evanston, IIl., the con- 
wanted to call itself 
House of Truth, and technically, 
the transliteration ought to be Bet 


eregation 


Emet. They yielded to the usage in 
the case of the first word, but they 
wouldn’t yield on the word for 
truth. Hence—Beth Emet. 


What B’nai Means 


Just as many Hebrew congrega- 
tions call themselves Beth some- 
thing or other, so many have 
named themselves B’nai something 
or other. The word B'nai is like 
Beth; it is not the noun proper but 
the genitive form of the word mean- 
ing “sons, or children.” The singu- 
lar of this term is the well-known 


word, Ben, from which we derive 


‘ 


the name Benjamin, “son of the 
right hand.” The plural of ben is 
bawnim, which can mean either 
sons or children, (As in English. 
the Hebrew masculine form often 
embraces the feminine). If you 
want to say “children of,” you say 
not bawnim, but b’nai. So we have 
Bnai Biblical 


meaning “children of Israel,” often 


Israel, the term 
translated Israelites. With this ex- 
planation, you will have no trouble 
translating B’nai Zion (Shreveport. 
La.) as children of Zion, B’nai 
Jacob (East Liverpool, Ohio) as 
children of Jacob, etc. 

In rendering the term for chil- 
dren of into English, most people 
use the apostrophe in B’nai. This 
is to indicate a pausal sound, but 
one which is hardly detectable in 
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English. Very few congregations 
have dared to remove the apostro- 
phe. For example, the B’nai B'rith 
organization retains the apostro- 
phe in both words of its name, 
which means Sons of the Covenant, 
despite the fact that the elimination 
of the apostrophe would save ste- 
nographers and printers many 
hours a year. A synagogue in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, de- 
serves credit for calling itself just 
plain Bnai Israel without the apos- 
trophe. Of course, there are many 
variations in the way the term for 
children of has been spelled. In 
Milwaukee, it’s B’ne Jeshurun, and 
in Cincinnati it’s Bene Israel. 


The Term, El 


A key to the understanding of 
the Hebrew names of temples is 
the meaning of the term, El. It 
means God. So, of course, the 
name, Beth El, borne by at least 
forty synagogues affiliated with the 
Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, means House of God. 
Many churches, by the way, are 
also called Beth El, or often Bethel. 
(In passing, it should be pointed 
out that the name of the famed 
small town, Bethlehem, or Beth 
Lechem, means House of Bread). 

If you know that El is one of 
the Hebrew designations of God 
you are on the way to grasping the 
meaning of Emanuel. Emanuel 
means “God is with us.” To break 
the word down a bit, one should 
know that it is made up of the 
Hebrew preposition, im, meaning 
with, plus the sufix awnu, meaning 
us. Because the Hebrew pronunci- 
ation is immawnu, the name is fre- 
quently spelled Immanuel, but ap- 
parently only in Christian circles. 
Now that you know the composi- 
tion of the term, Emanuel, you can 
understand why it is often spelled 
as two words or is hyphenated. 

A common synagogal word is 
Anshe, which means “men of,” the 
plural genitive of the word, Ish 


(man). Also in wide use is 
Shaarey, meaning, “gates of,” al- 
though hardly any two Reform 
congregations using it spell it 
alike. In Mobile it’s Shaarai; in 
Tampa, Schaarai; in Lansing, 
Shaarey; in St. Louis, Shaare; in 
East Orange, Sharey; and Shaari 
in Brooklyn, 


Truth, Peace and 
Righteousness 

You can discover the Hebrew 
words for truth, peace, righteous- 
ness, prayer, heavens, and love, 
among others, by learning the 
meaning of synagogal names in 
America. And, in most 
cases, there are diverse spellings. 
The word for “peace” occurs some- 
times as Sholom and at others as 
Shalom. The word for “righteous- 
ness” should be pronounced tzed- 
deck and not zeedek, as it often is, 
even if it is spelled Zedek. Tfillah 
is the correct pronunciation of 
the word for “prayer.” “Love,” 
ahavah, is to be found in a number 


again, 


of congregational names, often in 
its possessive form, ahavath, “love 
of.” In Jacksonville, it’s Ahavath 
Chesed, Love of Kindness; in 
Brooklyn, Ahavath Achim, Love 
of Brothers. (In Cincinnati, an 
Orthodox synagogue called Aha- 
vath Achim is popularly known as 
the Love Brothers Shul). In Blue- 
field, W. Va., it’s Ahavath Shalom, 
Love of Peace. Also to be found 
are variants of the term, Ohev, 
which means “lover of,” or “lov- 
For example, temples in 
Reading, Pa., Baltimore, Md., 
Goldsboro, N. C., Huntington, W. 
Va., Harrisburg, Pa., etc. are called 
Oheb Shalom, Lover of Peace. In 
Norfolk, Va., the spelling became 
Ohef Shalom. The plural of Ohev 
is Ohavim, and the genitive plural 
is pronounced Ohavay. In Brook- 
line, Mass. the spelling is Ohabei 


ing.” 


Shalom, and it is sometimes pro- 
nounced Oh-hobby. Related to 
Oheb, lover of, is Rodef, which 


means “pursuer of” or “pursuing.” 

In former times, many a con- 
gregation was called Khillah Kdo- 
shah. Khillah literally means “com- 
munity,” but is also used for “con- 
gregation.” Kdoshah is the femi- 
nine form of the adjective, Kadosh. 


meaning Holy. (Kodesh means 
Holiness, as in B’rith Kodesh, a 
synagogal name which means 


Covenant of Holiness). Some con- 
gregations still utilize the term 
Khillah Kdoshah, in one spelling 
or another, in their names; some 
use the first word, in its genitive 
form, Kehillas or Kehillat, in the 
first part of their name. The most 
piquant example of this is the Chi- 
cago congregation known as 
K.A.M. or Kehillat Anshe Maariv, 
Congregation of the Men of the 
West, an example of a name with 
a purpose, for this was a pioneer 
congregation in what was then a 
new section of the country. 

A term often 
sanctuaries is Tifereth, meaning 


associated with 


+] 


“slory,” so it is no surprise that 
some of our temples, as in Malden, 
Mass., and Cleveland, call them- 
selves Tifereth Israel. Other places 
of worship are to be seen in such 
names as Keneseth, which means 
literally a “meeting place” (in the 
State of Israel, it’s the name for 
Parliament) ; Mishkan, literally a 
“dwelling place”; and Mickve, a 
word associated with the ritual 
bath but which literally means 
“oathering,” and Adath, “congre- 
gation of.” In Chicago we have a 
temple with the Biblical name of 
Mizpah (literally, Watchtower) ; 
other place names are commemo- 
rated in such temples as New 
York’s Mt. Neboh; and in the vari- 
ous Mt. 
(Sometimes the Hebrew word for 


Sinai congregations. 
mountain, Har, is used.) 

The word used in many congre- 
gations is, of course, Israel. The 
adoption of that name by the Jew- 


ish state of Palestine has intro- 
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duced a bit of awkwardness into 
this situation, just as it has into 
the religious service itself, where 
the term, Israel, is used as a syno- 
nym for all of the Jewish people. 

In recent years, Rabbi Daniel 
L. Davis, director of the New York 
Federation of Reform Synagogues. 
has pleaded for the adoption of 
more meaningful names by congre- 
gations. One of his own sugges- 
tions, accepted by one of the nu- 
merous temples which he and Rabbi 
Albert G. Baum, director of the 
UAHC’s department of new con- 
gregations, helped to bring into ex- 
istence, is Avodah, a Hebrew word 
meaning both work and worship, 
like the English term service. An- 
other new, compact name for a 
congregation is Menorah, used in 
Chicago. 

Noted 


memorialized in some congrega- 


Jewish personages are 
tional names. In Hollywood there’s 
a Beth Hillel. The prophet Isaiah 
is saluted by synagogues in Chi- 
cago, Forest Hills, N. Y. and Los 
Angeles. Ezra is the name of a 
Chicago temple. In St. Louis, a 
congregation is known as OQOhel 
Benjamin, the Tent of Benjamin. 
Only a_ few 


named after the founder of Juda- 


congregations are 


ism, although B’nai Abraham, De- 
catur, Ill is an exception. Also ig- 
nored in this matter is Moses; a 
rarity is such a name as B'nai 
Moshe in Boston. Oddly, Solomon. 
the builder of the first temple, is 
completely ignored, although there 
are a few Temple Davids. New 
boasts a Touro 


Orleans syna- 


gogue: and Elberon, N. J. has the 


only temple in the country named 
(Beth Miriam). 


individuals 


after a woman 
Other 
temples are Montefiore, in Bloom- 


honored — by 
ington, Ill, and de Hirsch, in 
Seattle, Wash. A rare occurrence 
was the naming of a temple in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. after an indi- 
vidual still alive, the heroic Rabbi 
Leo Baeck. In 


Temple Albert perpetuates the first 


Albuquerque, 


name of a man whose family paid 
for that privilege in an auction 
held for that purpose. 

Some temple names reflect a 
strong aspiration of Isaac Mayer 
Wise, great molder of American 
Judaism. Although Wise has come 
down to us as a leader of Reform 
Judaism, his high hope was always 
to achieve unity among all Jewish 
groups. Hence his predilection for 
the word, Union, found in the or- 
ganizations he founded: the He- 
brew Union College and the Union 
of American Hebrew Congrega- 
tions. Wise’s 


seen in such names as United He- 


influence, then, is 


brew Congregation (St. Louis and 
Joplin, Missouri,) while the Re- 
form synagogue in Greenville, 
Miss., is called Hebrew: Union. 

A bit of history affecting an- 
other great Rabbi Wise (Stephen) 
is recorded in another cluster of 
temple names. To signalize his 
break with the system of reserved 
pews, Dr. Wise called his own 
temple The Free Synagogue (now 
known as the Stephen Wise Free 
Synagogue). A number of Wise’s 
disciples followed suit, and so we 
have Free Synagogues in Flushing, 


Laurelton. and Mt. Vernon. in 


New York, as well as other places. 

Many congregations possess He- 
brew names but are more com- 
monly referred to by residential 
names. For example, in Toledo the 
Reform 


Shomer Emunim (Guardian of the 


temple is chartered as 
Faith), but it is known as the 
Collingwood Avenue Temple. In 
Cleveland, Anshe Chesed is hardly 
known by that name but has been 
referred to, in the course of its 
more than a century of existence, 
as the Eagle Street Temple, the 
Scoville Avenue Temple and the 
Euclid Avenue Temple, and, in its 
new structure now being built on 
Fairmount Boulevard, it will be 
called the 
Often, people just refer to the con- 


Fairmount Temple. 
gregation as Brickner’s, just as the 
other large temple in Cleveland 
(whose Hebrew name is Tifereth 
Israel, and whose stationery reads 
simply The Temple), is known as 
Silver’s. 

Hebrew 


names might be described as jaw- 


Some congregational 


breakers for those who cannot 
handle the sacred tongue. One 
of them is Chizzuk Emunah 
(Strengthening of Faith) in Balti- 
more. Achduth 
Vesholom (Unity and Peace), Ft. 
Wayne. Ind.: Ber Chayim (Well 
of Life). Cumberland, Md.; and 
Gemiluth Chasodim (Performance 


of Kindness). Alexandria. La. 


Space does not permit further 


Among _ others: 


elaboration of the fascinating his- 
tory to be found in congregational 
names, nor can we here list all of 
the names of American temples. 
For further data, see your rabbi. 


TEMPLE IN BAYSIDE-FLUSHING, N. Y., bears a popular name — Beth Sholom 











HOW TO JUDAIZE YOUR HOME—Through Art 


1. What Is Good Jewish Art? 


by Alfred Werner 


Art critic, author of Story of Jewish Art 


ie App “Jewish flavor” to your 
home, tact, taste and tenacity are re- 
quired. We must learn to avoid the 
saccharine that often passes for “Jew- 
ish” art: bearded patriarchs and 


“cute” genre scenes depicting life in 
the Shtetel, and vistas of the Holy 








Land that are little more than en- 
larged color photographs. 

On the other hand, we ought to re- 
appraise a few of the family portraits 
that once graced the homes of our 
grandparents. Some of them, molder- 
ing in attics, are worthier of recogni- 


tion than we think; so are many of the 
household treasures we may have in- 
herited. Most of the candlesticks, Seder 
plates and Kiddush cups made in Po- 
land and Germany around 1800 are at 
beautiful as 
highly priced objects of contemporary 


least as some of the 
craft: they suit their purpose honestly 
and truly, their creators having been 
concerned with rendering a service 
rather than indulging in vanity. 

It is unfortunately true that much 
of what is palmed off as “Jewish” art 
is superficial. But it is equally true 
that dearth of 
painting on Jewish themes. I refer to 
works by Maurice Gottlieb, Samuel 
Hirzenberg, Mane-Katz, Ben Shahn 
and Ben-Zion. In Israel, old Jacob 
Steinhardt does excellent work as do 
gifted men and women, many in their 


there is no first-rate 


twenties, who have been graduated 
from the Bezalel Academy or re- 


ceived their instructions from teachers 
in the kibbutzim. 


Gouaches and Water Colors 


For those who cannot afford several 
hundred dollars for an original oil 
there are gouaches and water colors 
which, as a rule, are less 
sive. For those of even more modest 
means, lithographs, etchings, engrav- 
ings, woodcuts, and other works in 
black and white, as well as color re- 
productions, are available. For thi- 
purpose, the UNESCO catalogues of 
prints of outstanding paintings. as 
well as the catalogues of such firms 
as Oestreicher’s and Raymond & Ravy- 
mond might be consulted. Delightful 
reproductions of works by Chagall can 
be obtained from the Museum of Mod- 
ern Art and the Solomon R. Guggen- 
heim Museum, both in New York: 
Chagall’s famous “Rabbi of Vitebsk” 


expen- 


THE FIRST COMMANDMENT, part of a 
series by A. Raymond Katz, is available in 
reproduction from the artist or from the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 
Mr. Katz is celebrated for creative use of 
the Hebrew alphabet. (See list of Jewish 
artists on page 13.) 
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was reproduced for its present owner, 
the Art Institute of Chicago. 

Owing to the destruction of hun- 
dreds of Jewish communities, irre- 
placeable art treasures have vanished. 
Works by 18th and 19th Century 
European silversmiths are rare and 
fairly expensive. Still. such New 
York antique dealers as Julius Carle- 
bach and Max Glueckselig & Son still 
have, now and then, religious articles, 
beautiful items that once adorned Jew- 
ish homes abroad. These cost at least 
$100 each. The most precious samples 
of Jewish ceremonial art are, of course, 
in museums and in such private col- 
lections as those of Charles E. Fein- 
berg, of Detroit and the New Yorker 
Michael M. Zagayski. Still, relent- 
less search in the shops of second- 
hand and antique dealers may yield 
surprises. A warning: value quality 
more than quantity. A small spice box 
might be a better buy than a large, 
crude menorah, and one excellent 
pewter plate or silver cup is preferable 
to a dozen of questionable quality. 


Living Artists 

Living artists who dedicate them- 
selves to the production of Jewish 
items should not be overlooked. We 
have in this country the noted silver- 
smith, Ilya Schor, who is on a par 
with the best Jewish craftsmen in his 
native Poland over a hundred years 
ago. With unerring taste, infinite skill, 
and astounding patience he produces 
little masterpieces from mezuzos to 
Torah cases, inspired by a_ fertile 
baroque fantasy which creates minute 
details worthy of loving inspection. 
Schor’s wizardry has been made avVail- 
able, to American temples through his 
drawings for the illustrated Purim 
megillah published by the UAHC, 
Schor’s counterpart in Israel is Ye- 
hudah Wolpert, who hails from Ger- 
many, teaches at the Bezalel Academy, 
and is a representative of the more 
austere Bauhaus style, graceful in its 
unadorned simplicity. 

Two fine artists in Israel have turned 
their talents to the crafts; Aaron Ka- 
hana and Jean David have given us 
very beautiful ceramics, Kahana or- 
namenting his flasks and vases with 
delightful animal forms, while David’s 
plates and tiles are more in the ab- 
stract vein. There are many good 
artists in Israel, which is all the more 
reason for warning Americans against 
the cheap souvenirs so widely sold. 
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JEWISH CEREMONIAL CABINET (above) is example of what housewives can do to 
Judaize their homes. It is true that Jewish objects are not as plentiful as they might be, 
but with a bit of diligence you can accumulate items to give a Jewish stamp to your home. 
The cabinet here pictured is in the home of Rabbi Jay Kaufman, assistant to the president 
of the UAHC. Note the various Kiddush cups, the figurines, the candelabra, etc. Some are 
home-made, some were obtained in Jewish shops (see list on page 16) and some were 
purchased in Israel. 

WHAT CAN BE DONE BY HAND is illustrated in drapes, below, made by Mrs. William 
Braude, wife of the rabbi of Temple Beth El, Providence, R. |., for her home. Many objects 


in the home can be Jewishly decorated with ingenuity. 


¥ 











Beauty is truth, truth beauty, sang finest of the Jewish artistic heritage « 








the poet. A home, to be beautiful, and contemporary creativity requires L. 

must mirror the personality of the hard searching and careful considera- th 

owner and the spirit of the times. To tion. But the results will be highly bs 

introduce into the American home the — rewarding. T 

qi 

pi 

. Ww 

2. Jewish Art for the Home I 

ir 

by Alexander S. Kline : 

in 

Rabbi, Temple Beth Israel, Clarksdale, Miss. sy 

Si 

va 

m 

De rIME HAS COME to bring Jewish nothing of Jewish significance the oe 

art into the home. As part of the cur- decorator has failed in his duty to - 

BOOKEND WITH TEN COMMANDMENTS rent renaissance of Jewish life in reflect the whole personality of the 2. 
was in the home of the late Dr. Albert America, there is an increasing trend family to dwell in the house. A run- ei 
A. Berg, and is now in House of Living toward the embellishment of our away Jew, of course, is not expected ay 
Judaism, made possible through Dr. Berg's !iomes with Jewish art forms: plastic, to be concerned with this matter; but by 
generosity. Bookend goes well with Jewish pictorial and symbolic. Such decora- on the whole those who read _ this er 
books. tion enhances the spirituality of the article are not running away from their Cl 
home environment and serves to com- Judaism. but hold it very dear. ag 

municate to all who enter a joyous or 

sense of positive Judaism. ca 

Passé completely is the old debate: lig 

is there a Jewish art? The evidence is Ju 





TILES WITH A JEWISH THEME are becom- 
ing increasingly popular. The one above 
was created by the Reja Studio, 18644 
Mendota St., Detroit, Michigan. Studie will 


concrete and overwhelming: Jewish 
museums have come into being in a 
displays of smaller col- 


become 


dozen places: 
lections of Jewish art have 
common in hundreds of synagogues. A 
professor of Jewish art at the Hebrew 
Union College, Dr. Franz Landsber- 
ger, who, world famous as an art his- 
torian, has also written several author- 
itative books on Jewish art. One of 
these, perhaps the most important, 4 
History of Jewish Art, was published 
by the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. Books such as this, il- 


lustrated articles, lectures and other 





EVERY JEWISH HOME SHOULD CONTAIN 





ae : TI 

send you catalogue of other ceramics if media have gradually interested the AT LEAST one Kiddush Cup to be used and 
. , us 
you write. public in the subject. admired. This one, created by famed tH 
Art has been succinctly defined as silversmith William B. Meyers, of Newark, ‘ 





MEZUZOS FORMERLY had 


in modern times 


some 


super- 
stitious associations, but 
they can be used as a voluntary sign of 
identification and a source of Jewish dec- 


the successful communication of a 
valuable human experience. What 
more valuable human experience is 
there than the Jewish heritage, a heri- 


tage of great richness, wisdom and 
beauty? We are denying ourselves 


a great storehouse of aesthetic ex- 
perience when we overlook these possi- 
bilities. 

Many a Jewish home is outwardly 
modern, lavishly furnished and care- 
fully decorated but Jewishly barren. 
We see Oriental rugs on the floors, 


French furniture and figurines, Eng- 


N. J., is distributed by the Union of 


American Hebrew Congregations. An ex- 
cellent gift item, it can be inscribed with 


the name of the recipient. 


The Jewish art on the walls need 
not be nostalgic, in perpetual mourn- 
ing over a dead past: memory serves 
to bless the Similarly, our 
choice of Jewish art objects should not 
be dictated by a mere academic anti- 
quarian interest: our ceremonial ob- 


living. 


time 2 P27 


oration. These mezuzos were made in lish china, African Negro sculpture, jects must attest our living Judaism. EN 
Israel. F and plenty of mirrors. If there is To mention but a few: or 
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Ceremonial Objects 


1. The oldest symbol of Judaism is 
the Sabbath Candelabrum, the seven- 
branched menorah, suggestive of the 
Tree of Life itself. This is most fre- 
quently seen in the traditional brass 
patterned after the menorahs which 
were borne away from the captured 
Jerusalem by Titus, forever preserved 
in the bas-relief sculptures under the 
Arch of Titus in Rome. This design is 
intrinsically beautiful; its balance and 
symmetry are satisfying. Modern ver- 
sions have been created successfully in 
various materials, ranging from chro- 
mium to pottery: all of them serve to 
strike the keynote for the Jewishly 
orientated home. 


2. The Chanuko menorah, with its GLASS SCREEN (above) WITH JEWISH MOTIF, shows candelabra, Moses and 
eight lights in a row, and one set Commandments, and Biblical quotation (Deut. 32.1). Designed by A. Raymond Katz, it 
apart, is growing in popularity year was executed by Harriton Carved Glass Company, of New York City, and meant for 
by year. The last decade has seen an synagogue use, but similar items would do well on home mantelpieces. 

enormous increase in the variety of 
Chanuko menorahs available. Years 
ago one could choose between a men- 
orah fashioned after the seven-branched 
candlestick and the traditional eight 
lights in a row, with the Lions of 
Judah flanking the Decalogue form- 





PANEL (below) are photographs of Dutch sandstone glass pictures which hang in the 
Jewish Museum, New York City, tinted and hung on distressed plywood panel by talented 
wife of Rabbi Sidney Ballon, West Hempstead, N. ¥. Mrs. Ballon painted panel charcoal 
brown to match wall of her home pictured here. Photos contain scriptural verses cor- 
responding to the Four Freedoms. 


se 














THIS 1S A FABRIC WITH JEWISH design, 
usable for drapes, upholstery, etc., in 
the home. It can be ordered through De- 
partment of Synagogue Activities, UAHC. 





ETCHING OF GHETTO is by David Lang, 
one of many American Jewish artists. 
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RICHLY DESERVING of wider Jewish patron- 
age are such striking oil paintings as this 
one, “The Prophet and the Scroll,” by Ben 
Zion. 


ing a backplate topped by the shamos. 
Today we have a bewildering number 
to choose from, many of them designed 
and made in Israel in the popular blue 
patina. Perhaps most satisfying of 
these is the prize-winning oil lamp of 
semi-circular design featuring the mi- 
raculous cruse of oil. A beautiful men- 
orah serves not only to enhance the 
dignity of the eight nights of Chanuko, 
but serves as a year-round ornament 
to the Jewish home. 


3. The appurtenances of the Sabbath: 
their weekly use casts a week-long 
glow over the home: 

a) The candlesticks: often a family 
heirloom, these are seen in pewter, 
silver or brass, in many styles. Some 
families light two candles; some light 





THE LATE MORITZ OPPENHEIMER’S ‘’Wed- 
ding” is a classic. If demand were greater, 
firms would begin reproducing master- 


pieces such as this. 


one candle for each member of the 
family. Polished and gleaming, they 
are a symbol of family joy. 

b) The Kiddush cup: its very pres- 
ence in the home lends an air of saneti- 
fication for those who have experi- 
enced its meaning. 

c) The wine bottle, challo cover. 
challo knife: these accessories are of- 
ten lovingly decorated and kept apart 
from weekly use. 

d) The besomim box, or spice-box. 
for the Havdolo ceremony, a unique 
object of art which has given Jewish 
artisans full scope for original work. 


4. The M’zuzo, too, has a new-found 
appreciation today. A scoffing genera- 
tion had discarded it as a superstition, 
saying that it was supposed to keep 
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TYPICAL OF ART RENAISSANCE now tak- 


4“ 


ing place in Israel is Mane-Katz’ ‘Simchas 
Torah,” on display at New York’s Jerusalem 


Art Center. 


the devil out. This was sheerest stu- 
pidity. The knowing Jew thinks of the 
contents of the M’zuzo as the watch- 
word of our faith and the law of love: 
these he affixes upon the doorpost of 
his house to show to all who enter that 
the spirit of God and love hold sway 
within. No longer satisfied with incon- 
spicuous little boxes. the same color as 
the woodwork, the new Jew chooses 
one more in keeping with his regard 
for his religion. A great variety are now 
available: in the delicate filigree work 
of the Yemenite Jews, in olivewood 
from the Holy Land, in urn-shaped 
patina, or scroll-shaped with Lion of 
Judah. These betoken the Jewish self- 
respect of the home-owner, as well as 
his love for the symbol. 

All of these, together with many 


other items of Jewish design, are 
readily available in the Sisterhood 


Judaica shops which are found all over 
the country. They are served by sup- 
ply houses which can meet practically 
any request. Reproductions of Jewish 
pictures and sculpture will be in- 
creasingly available as the demand in- 
creases. 


DRAPES WITH A JEWISH THEME were de- 


signed and painted by Dr. Henry E. 
Kagan, rabbi of Sinai Temple, Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y., for study in his home. Containing 
quotations on love from Song of Songs, 
drapes not only Judaize home but allow 
rabbi, who is also a psychologist, to vivify 
counselling sessions. Made of crash linen 
and painted with textile paints, drapes are 


example of Do-It-Yourself trend. 
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Directory of 
Jewish Artists 
Compiled by 
CCAR Committee on Art & Literature 


EMBROIDERY & DESIGNING 
AMRAM, MISS HORTENSE — 431 New 
Jersey Ave., S.E., Washington 3, D.C. 
DALSIMER, MISS ELSA — 26 Kearny St., 
Newark, N. J. 


GLASS 
HARRITON, DAVID M.—511 E. 72nd 
St., N.Y.C., Carved Glass. 

KATZ, A. RAYMOND—260 Riverside Dr., 
N. Y. C., Stained Glass Windows. 
KAYSER, MRS. STEPHEN — Jewish Mu- 

seum, 5th Ave. at 92nd St., N. Y.C., 
Designer of Stained Glass Windows. 
LEWIN, EDWARD A. — 148 Forsyth St., 
N. Y. C., Carved Glass. 
WEITZMAN, EFREM — 3971A Botanical 
Ave., St. Louis, Mo., Stained Glass. 


METAL, PLASTIC & WOOD 
LEWIN, EDWARD A. — 148 Forsyth St., 
N. Y. C., Designer Metal, Plastic, 
Wood. 
SCHOR, ILYA — 164 W. 79th St., 
N.Y. C., Wood Engraver. 


MURALISTS 
BALLIN, HUGO W— 567 Almoloya Dr., 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 
KATZ, A. RAYMOND — 260 Riverside 
Dr, WM. T.K. 


PAINTERS 

AARONS, GEORGE — 35 Coolidge St., 
Brookline, Mass. 

ADLER, SAMUEL — 74 Grove St., N. Y. C. 

ARONSON, DAVID — Downtown Gal- 
lery, 32 E. 51st St., N.Y. C. 

AUERBACH-LEVY, WILLIAM — 28 E. 9th 
Sh, MM. Y.€. 

BALLIN, HUGO—567 Almoloya Dr., Pa- 
cific Palisades, Calif. 

BAND, MAX—21 Alcyona Dr., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

BASKIN, LEONARD —c/o_ Borgenicht 
Gallery, 61 E. 57th St., N.Y. C. 

BEKKER, DAVID— 504 S. Lawndale Ave., 
Chicago 24, Ill. 

BEKKER, MAURICE — 237 E. 10th St., 
Mm: ¥.c. 

BELINE, GEORGE — 370 Central Park 
W.,. TANG. 

BEN-ZION — 58 Morton St., N.Y. C. 

BERGIER, ARNOLD H. — 447 E. 83rd St., 
YG. 

BERNSTEIN, THERESA — 54 W. 74th St., 
Muy. <. 

BLATAS, ARBIT — 50 W. 56th St., 
Ms Foie. 

BLOOM, HYMAN — Durlacher Bros., 11 
E. S77 St, M. Ye C. 

CIKOWSKY, NICOLAI — 40 E. 9th St., 
N.Y. C. 


JACOB AND ESAU (right) is by John 
Shayn, whose paintings help bring the 
Bible to life. 
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SIMCHAS TORAH, by S. A. Hart (1806-1881), showing synagogue in Livorno, Italy 
is in O. Gruss collection and, like some other paintings in this feature, was photographed 
by Frank J. Darmstaedter of New York City’s Jewish Museum, 5th Ave. at 92nd Street. 
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WOOD SCULPTURE CAN lend Jewish touch 
to home. The above filigreed curtain with 
quotation from Psalm |, is by Nehemiah 
Mark. Below is spice box by Ilya Schor, 
created for Earl Morse, Executive Vice 
President of Doughnut Corp. of America, 
and on Executive Board of UAHC. In shape 
of modern building, spice box depicts 


nine Biblical episodes involving food. 
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CITRON, MINNA — 32 Union Square, 
ok on 

DEUTSCH, BORIS — 925 Judson St., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

EMANUEL, AKIBA — 818 Broadway, 
MM: Y, C. 

EVERGOOD, PHILIP—132 Bank St., 
NYS. 

FERSTADT, LOUIS— 147 Fourth Ave., 
N.Y. C. 

FLOCH, JOSEPH — 1947 Broadway, 
Mu: Y.<.. 

FREDENTHAL, DAVID — 637 Madison 
Ave., N. Y. C. 

FRIEDLAENDER, ISAK — 905 West End 
Ave., N.Y. C. 

GELLERT, HUGO—80 W. 40th St., 
om 

GIKOW, RUTH — 2 W. 15th St., N.Y. C. 

GOTTLIEB, ADOLPH — Museum of Mod- 
ern Art, N.Y. C. 

GREENBURG, SAM— 848 Belle Plaine 
Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

GURR, LENA —71 Remsen Ave., Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 

HARRITON, ABRAHAM — 39-08 48th St., 
Long Island City, N. Y. 

HOFFMAN, IRVING D.—54 W. 74th St., 
N.Y: <. 
KATZ, A. RAYMOND — 260 Riverside 
Dr. Mi. Y.¢. _ 
KAUFMAN, ARTHUR — 414 W. 121st St., 
oD AL 

KAYSER, MRS. STEPHEN — Jewish Mu- 
seum, 5th Ave. at 92nd St., N.Y. C. 

KUPFERMAN, LAWRENCE — 26 Walnut 
St., Natick, Mass. 

LEAF, REUBEN—324 W. 18th St., N. Y. C. 

LEVINE, JACK — 2 W. 15th St., N.Y. C. 

LEVINE, YARI — 63 Hamlet Lane, Levit- 
town, N.Y. 

LEVINE, MRS. YARI— 63 Hamlet Lane, 
Levittown, N. Y. 

LICHTENSTEIN, ISAAC — Congress for 
Jewish Culture, 25 E. 78th St., N. Y. C. 

LOSHAK, |. — 229 W. 105th St., Apt. 31, 
ay, <. 

LOZOWICK, LOUIS — 62 Massel Terr., 
South Orange, N. J. 

MANDEL, HOWARD — P.O. Box 452, 
Woodstock, N. Y. 

MARANTZ, IRVING — 222 Cabrini Blvd., 
My. 4. 

MARGULIES, JOSEPH — 27 W. 67th St., 
a F<. 

MENKES, SIGMUNT — 13 Gramercy Pk., 
MM: ¥.<. 

MEYEROWITZ, WILLIAM — 54 W. 74th 
a. mY. C. 

OSTROWSKY, ABBO — c/o Educational 
Alliance, 197 E. Broadway, N. Y. C. 
PACHNER, WILLIAM — Woodstock, N. Y. 
PRESSER, JOSEPH—30 E. ,14th St., 

oe hy 
RASKIN, SAUL — 5 W. 16h St., N.Y. C. 
REDER, BERNARD — 112-25 69th Ave., 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 
REISS, LIONEL — 206 E. 59th St., N.Y.C. 
ROMANO, EMANUEL — 163 E. 74th St., 
N. Y. C. 


ROSE, IVER — 2231 Broadway, N. Y. C. 

ROSENBERG, SAMUEL — 340 Coltart 
Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

ROTHBORT, SAMUEL — 823 Avenue S, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

SCHWARTZ, WILLIAM S. — 102 E. Hub- 
bard St., Chicago, Ill. 

SHAHN, BEN — Roosevelt, N. J. 

SHAYN, JOHN — 54 W. 46th St., 
Nac. 

SIPORIN, RICHARD — 1957 Common- 
wealth Ave., Brighton, Mass. 

SOLOMON, RABBI FREDERICK — Temple 
Beth Ha Sholom, Williamsport, Penna. 

SOYER, ISAAC — Midtown Galleries, 17 
E. 57th St., N.Y. C. 

SOYER, MOSES — 50 W. 9th St., N. Y. C. 

SOYER, RAPHAEL — 1947 Broadway, 
ie Le 

STERNBERG, HARRY — 30 E. 14th St., 
Ni. Y..C. 

TOBIAS, ABRAHAM JOEL, 98-11 65th 
Ave., Rego Park, N.Y. 

TROMKA, A.—c/o ACA Galleries, 63 
E. S7th St, WN. ¥.C. 

TSCHAKBASOV, NAHUM— 222 W. 23rd 
St, N.Y. C. 

WALKOWITZ, ABRAHAM — 1469 53rd 
St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

WEBER, MAX —10 Hartley Rd., Great 
Neck, N. Y. 

ZERBE, CARL — Snake Hill Rd., Belmont, 
Mass. 

ZUCKER, JACQUES — 44 W. 77th St., 
a 

PORTRAIT PAINTER 

LANG, DAVID — 840 West End Ave., 

Apt. 4b, N.Y. C. 
SCULPTORS 

ARONSON, DAVID — Downtown Gal- 
lery, 32 E. 51st St., N.Y. C. 

BAND, MAX—21 Alcyona Dr., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

BLUM, MISS HELAINE — Hotel Salisbury, 
123 W. S7th St., W. Y..C. 

CRONBACH, ROBERT—Adelphi College, 
Garden City, N. Y. (Home: 170 Henry 
St., Westbury, N. Y.) 

CUNLIFFE, MRS. MITZI SOLOMON — 
Mm 7.4. 

EMANUEL, AKIBA — 818 Broadway, 
Mm. Y; &. 

FERBER, HERBERT — 454 Riverside Dr., 
Le oo 

GROSS, CHAIM — 63 E. 9th St., N. Y. C. 

HEBALD, MILTON — 2 W. 67th St., 
i Be 

HIRSCH, WILLARD — 17 Exchange St., 
Charleston 3, S.C. 

HORN, MILTON — 1951 N. Larrabee, 
Chicago, Ill. 

KAZ, NATHANIEL—105 State St., Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 

LIPSCHITZ, JACQUES — New York, N. Y. 

LIPTON, SEYMOUR — 1939 Grand Con- 
course, Bronx, N.Y. 

MARK, NEHEMIAH — 55 Sheridan Ave., 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 

WEILL, MISS ERNA — 886 Alpine Dr., 
Teaneck, N. J. 
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ZORACH, WILLIAM— 276 Hicks St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SILVERSMITHS 
LEAF, REUBEN—324 E. 18th St., N.Y. C. 
MEYERS, WILLIAM B.—50 Columbia St., 
Newark 5, N. J. 
POSEN, JACOB—15 Magow PI., N. Y. C. 
SCHOR, ILYA—164 W. 79th St., N.Y. C. 


TEXTILES 
QUITMAN, MRS. SIDNEY L. — 607 Lin- 
coln Dr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Designed for Home and Temple. 
STAPLER, DAVID— 1224 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
TILES 
HALPERN, MISS LEAH — 410 Riverside 
Dr., N.Y.C., Handpainting on Tiles. 





3. Art For Reform Jews 


by Israel Renov 


Rabbi, Borough Park Progressive Synagogue, Brooklyn 


HERE IS NO REASON why the 

Reform Jew must hide his 
head in the sands of the past in 
decorating his home. Why not use 
in an effective way the contempo- 
rary media of photography and 
the graphic arts? We can produce 
striking expressions of modern 
scenes in murals made up of 
photographic blow-ups depicting 
religious experiences in the home 
or temple. It could be a scene of 
a Jewish mother blessing the Sab- 
bath candles, a father chanting the 
Kiddush, a Consecration, Confir- 
mation or Bar Mitzvah ceremony 
in the temple, or any memorable 
moment during the course of a 
synagogue service. Such works of 
art would deal with contemporary 
religious experiences of modern 
American Jews. To ignore or ban- 
ish them from the scope of artis- 





SABBATH ITEMS CAN artistically enhance 
the home. There are Sabbath tablecloths, 
napkins, plates like the one above, etc., etc. 
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tic expression in our homes is to 
cast doubt on the sincerity of our 
religious convictions and practices 
as Liberal Jews in our homes and 
our faith in a modern world. 


On the other hand, since Re- 
form Jews are not bound by 
the traditional injunctions against 
sculpture, there is no reason why 
famous works of plastic art should 
not find their place in the Reform 
Jewish home. In this instance, it 
would be well to realize the greater 
aesthetic experience that can be 
ours if we broaden the scope of 
art objects to include works of art 
not necessarily executed by Jew- 
ish artists alone. Hence, Michel- 
angelo’s “Moses” and Rembrandt’s 
rabbis have as much a place in 
the Jewish home, as Chagall’s 





CANDLESTICKS AND CANDELABRA are 
oldest of Jewish ceremonial objects. The 
ones pictured here were designed at the 
New Bezalel Arts and Crafts School in 
Jerusalem, a beneficiary of the American 


Fund for Israel Institutions. 


MANY CHANUKAH LAMPS of the most 
striking designs have been created of late. 
This one, of aluminum, is work of Don 


Benaron. 





TILES WITH HEBREW LETTERS are work of Leah Halpern, who has executed many 


ceramic objects with Jewish themes. Tiles were displayed in Fifth Avenue window of House 


of Living Judaism, UAHC center, where public often gets glimpse of Jewish art creations. 
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CHANUKO IS AN OCCASION when homes 
can be decorated. Even special wrapping 


paper, above, is available. 





WINE BOTTLE, above, and_ illuminated 
Passover Haggadah, below, may mark a 


home’s Jewishness. 
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“Rabbi of Vitebsk” or Jacob Ep- 
stein’s and Jo Davidson’s sculp- 
tural of Jewish 
What is more, with the recent ap- 


works interest. 


plication of a new plastic mate- 
called 


masterpieces- of 


rial Alvastone, the great 
sculptural art 
formerly confined to the art col- 
lections of museums and connois- 


reach of 


people of moderate income. These 


seurs are within most 
can be had for the same price as 
color prints so prevalent in many 


homes, while the faithful reproduc- 


tions of original sculptures, we are 





told, contribute to the “pleasure 
of enjoying these three dimen- 
sional masterworks,” which, “can 
now be transferred to the place 
where we take our meals, talk with 
our friends, in which our children 
grow, where it can be a conversa- 
tion piece, part of the decor and 
the fabric of our living day.” Each 
is authorized by the museums 
housing the originals and is ac- 
companied by a detailed historical 
description. For more data about 
Alvastone items, write Brentano’s. 


586 Fifth Avenue, New York 36. 


CHARMS WITH JEWISH MOTIFS, sold by Bloch Novelty Co., are available in silver and 
gold. Many Jewish artists spurn Jewish themes because of poor patronage. With better 


patronage, quality of Jewish art would improve and Judaism would benefit. 





NEW YORK CITY PLACES WHERE ITEMS OF JEWISH INTEREST ARE SOLD 


(A Partial List) 


BEN ARI ARTS, 369 Grand St. 
BEHRMAN HOUSE, 1261 Broadway 


BLOCH NOVELTY CO., 31 W. 31 St. 


COMMISSION ON SYNAGOGUE ACTIVITIES, 


UAHC, 838 Fifth Ave. 
CHIAM NOSEN GOLDBERG, 60 Norfolk St. 
ISRAEL BOOK STORE, 230 W. 82 St. 
ISRAEL NOVELTY CO., 158 Henry St. 
JERUSALEM ART CENTER, 100 W. 57 St. 


JEWISH RELIGIOUS SUPPLY CO., 11 Essex St. 


JONATHAN DAVID CO., 85 Division St. 
KESTENBAUM & CO., 41 Delancey St. 
KTAV PUBLISHING HOUSE, 47 Canal St. 


JOSEPH LEVINE, 73 Norfolk St. 
PALESTINE HOUSE, 8 W. 28 St. 


PARDES PUBLISHING CO., 28 Canal St. 


PARKE-BERNET GALLERIES, INC., 980 Madison 
Ave. 


LOUIS PASTON, 18 Eldridge St. 
MOSES POLLACK, 136 Rivington St. 
JACOB POSEN, 15 Magaw Place 
MARY RYAN, INC., 225 Fifth Ave. 
SEFER TORAHS, 158 Henry St. 
ASHER SHALLER, 373 Audubon Ave. 
JACOB SILVERMAN, 211 Bowery 


UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGA 
TIONS, 838 Fifth Ave. 


UNITED NATIONS GIFT SHOP, U.N. AS: 


SEMBLY BLDG., 45 St. & Ist Ave. 
MEYER WOLOZIN, INC., 38 Eldridge St. 


ZION TALIS, 48 Eldridge St. 
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Within Reform Jewish Families 


She’s 82 ..... 





Mrs. Schine 
Twenty Great-Grandchildren! 


NTERESTING CIRCUMSTANCES in 
Reform 


highlighted on this page. A record 


Jewish families are 
for great-grandchildren is claimed 
for Mrs. Elizabeth Schine, 82-year- 
old matriarch of Bridgeport, Conn., 
who has been closely associated 
with B'nai Israel (Park Ave.) 
Temple of that city. Mrs. Schine 


helped found the temple sisterhood 


Kight Brothers, Seven Temples 





and Has Twenty Great-grandchildren 





Surrounded by her grandchildren and their spouses, Mrs. Schine 
celebrated her 80th birthday in Bridgeport. 


and her two daughters, Mrs. Lena 
Drier and Mrs. Marian Weinstein, 
have been presidents of the sister- 
hood. Her two Isaac and 


Nathan, have long been temple 


sons, 


trustees and currently serve as 


chairmen of the new building com- 


mittee. A deceased son-in-law, 
Aaron Wittenstein, was once 
temple president. A _. grandson, 


t 





The Kranick Brothers 


iy JANUARY, 1956 


Stanley Weinstein, is vice president 
of the temple’s men’s club. An- 
other grandson is married to the 
niece of the temple’s senior rabbi, 
Rabbi Albert Martin; 


Mrs. Schine’s grandchildren, photo- 


most of 


graphed on this page, are active 
in Reform. Does any reader know 
with »more_ great- 


of a person 


grandchildren ? 


IGHT BROTHERS associated with 
E seven Reform temples were 
photographed at a family wedding 
last year. The record-making Kra- 
nick brothers, originally of York, 
Pa., are, left: 
Samuel, vice-president of Temple 
Beth Zion, Johnstown, Pa.; Philip. 


of Temple Emanuel, Worcester. 


on photo, from 


Mass.; Charles, trustee of Temple 
Beth Zion. Altoona, Pa.; Sol, trustee 
Shaarai Shomayim, 


of Temple 
Lancaster, Pa.; Ivan, member of 
the Worcester 
trustee of the York temple; and 
Max, of Ohev Sholom. 
Harrisburg, Pa. Photo was sent by 
Rabbi H. Goren Perelmuter, Johns- 


temple; Oscar, 


member 


town, Pa. 
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Stephen Wise in Love 


Editor’s Note: The following are 
extracts from a new book. The 
Personal Letters of Stephen Wise, 
edited by Justine Polier and 
James W. Wise, the children 
of the late, great rabbi. Sched- 
uled to appear this Spring, the 
book principally contains com- 
munications to the members of his 
family, and in the later years of 
his life, to Dr. John Haynes 
Holmes, the great clergyman who 
joined Dr. Wise in many an enter- 
prise (and who has a foreword in 
the book). The excerpt here pub- 
lished is from two letters sent by 
Rabbi Wise, in the years 1899- 
1900 to Louise Waterman, the lady 
he courted and eventually married. 
An artist and social worker, the 
late Louise Wise was the most in- 
spiring of helpmates to her dis- 
tinguished husband. We acknowl- 
edge with thanks the kind permis- 
sion of the publishers, The Beacon 


Press, to print the following. 





Dear Louise, 

Years before I met you, Mr. 
Reynolds of the University Settle- 
ment work bewailed to me that 
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there were not more helpers like 
you. In a few hours you will be 
rejoicing the hearts of your poor 
little wards; you have singled out 
a helpless child as the subject of 
your especial loving-care and so- 
licitude. God gave you a great gift, 
the artistic talent. You paint some 
little Ghetto waif to whom your 
heart goes out, and at another time, 
paint a picture and accept re- 
muneration in order to donate your 
earnings to a cause. I could con- 
tinue until the break of day and 
evermore seeking to number your 
acts of sweet kindliness and ten- 
derest charity, which I believe to be 
without number. The very breath 
of your being is goodness. Wonder 
not that I love you for all this. 
Wonder, rather that I do not love 
you more, if such a thing could be. 
You, you, Louise, have enlarged 
the horizon of my faith, you have 
revealed to me the meaning of a 
higher charity. You have illustrated 
the possibilities of human worth 
and aspiration... . 

Let me say here and now, if you 
have helped me so much already— 


and how much | cannot tell you 





until, may God grant it, we are 
all in all to each other—what would 
you not be to me and for me if we 
dwelt together all our days! With 
every being | casually meet or 
intimately know, I compare you, 
and then I long more than ever to 
be at your side, to work and to 
plan, to dream and to pray, to 
rejoice and be generous, to suffer 
and be strong with you. 

I shall not plead with you or 
entreat you again. You know and 
feel all this that I am vainly at- 
tempting to reduce to words. But 
we are not children, weak, feverish 


and overwrought, and we wish to 





FILMSTRIP ON DR. WISE 
A filmstrip on the life of 
Stephen Wise is now being 
prepared by the UAHC Audio- 
Visual Department. It will be 
completed in April. 





be governed not by the “over- 
whelming thunder of passion’s 
tempestuous storms,” but rather 
by the grave and voiceless moni- 
tions of duty, that duty which com- 
prises all other duties and responsi- 
bilities and obligations to self, to 
each other, and those who hold you 
dear. 

I know, Louise, it may and has 
been said that 
worldly wisdom should not be per- 
mitted to intrude into the world of 


enchantment and ideas. Still, in- 


prudence and 


asmuch as we are considering the 
most sacred thing in life, it be- 
hooves us to ponder well, I, for 
my part, reverently and gratefully. 
I have asked myself ten thousand 
times, will I always love and adore 


RABBI WISE whispers to the late Mayor 
La Guardia during Madison Square Garden 
rally. 
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you as at this time? Will you find 
it possible to bear and forbear with 
me sufficiently to maintain your re- 
gard, I dare not say more, for me, 
unchanged and undiminished? | 
somehow know that if I should ever 
disappoint or disenchant you in the 
leastwise, I would break your 
heart. Remember, dear Louise, all 
weaknesses and shortcomings were 
possible, to me, but I shall live in 
the light of your presence, seeking 
to become worthy of you and your 
love, endeavoring to live up to the 
best that was made possible for me 
by you. I have been perplexed by 
the question, has a man of my 
temperament the right to think of 
marrying? I am nervous, cross, 
petulant, irritable, selfish, vain and 
even envious. Could you then bear 
with me? Is it too much to hope that 
these things would cease to be in 
seeking your perfect happiness, 
and in assuming that I could root 
out every fault, surely your glori- 
ous love and pity would blot out, 
as it were, every shortcoming and 
every frailty. The supreme question 
we must face, singly and together, 
is—would—will both of us be the 
better and the happier for dwell- 
ing together? Will mankind be the 
gainer if we become one? Will 





The late Gustave A. Efroymson 
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God’s cause be sanctified by the 
sacrament—into which may His 
Providence lead us. What could I 
not do for my people and my God 
with your help, your comradeship, 
the sustainment and blessing of 
your nigh-dwelling? 

From one miserable, unpardon- 
able, besetting weakness you could 
and must save me. I am afflicted 
with an unrighteous ambition, 
which deadens the best within men 
in public life, love of fame, ap- 
plause, popularity. I must be 
helped by you to disdain these 
things and be made capable 
through your teaching and ex- 
ample alike of self-denial, self- 
effacement, self-forgetfulness. If I 
am to be truly God’s servant, I 
must serve God and man—not self. 
Will you not help me and save me 
from myself? God knows I was 
never more earnest in my life... . 

* * * 


Louise, you have one fault— 
that of self-distrust and self-de- 
preciation—against this our Emer- 
son cries out. I shall remedy that 
and you shall come to know your- 
self as you are. What you are, 
what I know you to be,:I dare not 


say. Except that I believe God 





Rabbi and Mrs. Wise in Geneva, 1936 





hath not peopled His Heavens with 
purer and sweeter and holier than 
are thou. Let me repeat to you the 
words of the Psalmist I hinted at 
long, long ago, “Thou hast con- 
verted my sadness into joy and 
girded me with gladness.” 

Louise, | could write and write 
forever, but I must not. Just one 
word more. You have been “a gift 
and a benediction” all your life. 
Will you not be God’s gift and 
benediction to me? Louise, I love 
you, I love you. May God give 
you to me and bless me with the 
blessing of yourself, as wife, com- 


rade, beloved one forever. 


Benefactors of Reform 
2. Gustave A. Efroymson 


SIZABLE BEQUEST left to the 

Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations by the late Gustave 
A. Efroymson, Indianapolis in- 
dustrialist and civic leader, has be- 
come a source of financial assist- 
ance to new Reform congregations. 


President of Real Silk Hosiery 


Mills, Mr. Efroymson was active 
in a host of welfare organizations. 
A onetime president of the Indian- 
apolis Hebrew Congregation, he 
also served on the national execu- 
tive board of the UAHC. His son, 
Dr. C. W. Efroymson, is a member 


of the national executive board. 








They re Converts— 
They re Cantors! 


F pvc THE MORE INTERESTING 
newcomers to Judaism are 
Livingston Smith and Peter Taor- 
mina, pictured on this page. Both 
are converts to Judaism, married 
to Jewish girls, and both are can- 
tors. Both are accomplished con- 
cert soloists, 

Both are also veterans of World 
War II. Taormina lost his right 
hand in the Normandy invasion. 
Converted by Rabbi Maurice H. 
Schatz, Taormina is a charter mem- 
ber and cantor of the North Shore 
Syosset, N. Y.,, 


where his wife is choir director. 


Congregation, 


Smith, who is already at home 


in Yiddish as well as Hebrew 





CANTOR-CONVERTS. Livingston Smith 


(left) and Peter Taormina chat outside 


of the House of Living Judaism in New 
York City. 


music, served as cantor in several 
West Coast temples after his con- 
version by Rabbi Alfred Wolf. His 
wife is a social worker. At present 
he is a student of the New York 
branch of the Hebrew Union 
School for Sacred Music and Edu- 
cation, and cantor of Temple Eman- 
uel in a New Jersey town named 
of all things, Livingston. 
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New Seminary in France 





RABBI! ANDRE ZAOUI, right, France’s only Reform rabbi, shows announcement of new 
school to Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, WAHC president, on recent visit to House of Living 


Judaism. The International Institute for Hebrew Studies, opened in Paris last autumn under 


auspices of World Union for Progressive Judaism, is first European replacement for Reform 
Jewish seminaries destroyed by Hitler. School, which trains rabbis and educators, receives 
aid from Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany and from UAHC; more 
is needed. Serving on governing board of institute are two Americans: Dr. Nelson Glueck, 
HUC-JIR president, and Dr. Jonah B. Wise, rabbi of Central Synagogue, New York. 





It’s not too early to make your plans 
for the 


4Ath General Assembly 


of the 


Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
Toronto, Canada—April 28 to May 2, 1957 
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Passover Message of Freedom 
Recalls Our Responsibilities 


By LEO WERTGAME 


President, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


HE HOLIDAY of Passover is one 
Te which we are reminded of 
the importance of freedom. Its 
constant emphasis on the transfor- 
mation of slaves into free men 
teaches us the lesson that only in 
freedom can we be men. 

It is interesting to note 
that the Jewish people, 
alone of all ancient peo- 
ples, makes its period of 
slavery an integral part 
of its history. It is only 
against this background 
of slavery that we can 
appreciate the freedom 
Moses taught us to accept. 

One must have strength of char- 
acter to be free, because freedom 
implies responsibility, courage and 
initiative. We now know that there 
is a tendency among men to want 
to receive authority, to be told 
what to do. Not all men feel ca- 
pable of thinking, and yet it is 
only with this capacity that they 
can be free. 

We of the NFTB are learning 
how to be free in that sense, in 
that we are exercising the rights 
of free men in a land blessed with 
the democratic way of life. In all 
of our multiple activities, we are 
constantly examining and re-ex- 
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amining the possibilities of free 
action, ever conscious of the rights 
of others and the duties which we 
ourselves must exercise. 

From the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society which is our entrance into 
the interfaith field, through the 
RIAL Program, we are 
operating on the premise 
that in religion our free- 
dom is best expressed. 

Passover is succeeded 
by the holiday of Sho- 
vuos, which :commemo- 
rates the giving of the 
Law. Man can only be 
free under law, and in this per- 
spective we of the Brotherhocd, 
representative American Jews, ac- 
cept the responsibilities of Ameri- 
can Judaism. 

At our recent Biennial we heard 
stirring addresses about our duties. 
We were made aware of our tasks 
as free men. 

We are part of a larger unit of 
Reform Judaism, and each part 
must do his share for the entire 
unit to function properly. We have 
been delegated certain tasks, which 
only free men can fulfill. Let us 
celebrate this holiday of Passover, 
conscious of the fact that the be- 
ginning of our first year in the 4th 


century of our lives as American 
Jews will be one of arduous labor, 
self-imposed responsibility, and 


freedom of action. 


NFTB Board Meeting 
at Boston April 27-30 


HE BOARD OF directors of the 

National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods and _ the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society will meet 
April 27-30 at the Sheraton Plaza 
Hotel in Boston. The four-day ses- 
sion will be preceded on April 26 
by a meeting of the advisory com- 
mittee in the morning and regional 
chairmen in the afternoon. Twenty 
committees will plan activities for 
the 1956-57 fiscal year, and a 
budget will be approved. Boston 
area brotherhood board members 
and their wives will join with the 
national board members and wives 
at a dinner and reception April 29. 





FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE—The annual 
achievement award of the Men’s Club of 


Congregation Emanu-El, New York City, 
was presented January 18 to Roger W. 
Straus, center, first and honorary president 
of NFTB, by Rabbi Julius Mark. At left is 
David E. Kahn, men’s club president and 
NFTB Board member. 
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Poll Shows Rise in Worship; 
Jews Trail in Attendance 


HE AMERICAN people set an all- 
5 ee attendance record at wor- 
ship services in 1955, according to 
a nation-wide survey by the Ameri- 
can Institute of Public Opinion. 
During the average week of last 
49,600,000 


adults attended religious services. 


year, approximately 


This represents an increase of 
some 12,200,000 per week over 
1950 and 2,600,000 over 1954. 
Weekly attendance of this size pro- 
vides ample proof of extraordinary 
interest in religion in America to- 
day. By comparison, in 1940 only 
one-third of the adults turned out 
to worship; 15 years later this rose 
to nearly half. The U.S. adult 
population in 1955 was estimated 
to be 102,000,000. 

To arrive at the average attend- 
ance figure for the year, surveys 
were made during sample weeks 
in the months of February, May, 
June, September and December. A 
scientifically drawn sample of the 
adult population was asked “Did 
you attend church or synagogue in 
the last seven days?” 

Analysis of these Gallup poll fig- 
ures reveals some significant facts: 

1. Catholics, with 74% are the 
most faithful in their attendance 
at worship services; Protestants 
are next, with 42%, and Jews trail. 
with 27% (NFTB’s survey in 1952 
revealed that 31% of Reform Jews 
attend temple services weekly, 31% 
monthly, 26% seldom and 12% 
on the High Holydays only). 

2. More women attend, 54%, 
than men, 43%. 

3. Persons with college educa- 
tion go more often, 53%, than 
those with high school education, 
49%, and persons with high school 
education attend more frequently 
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than those who have been to grade 
school only, AT% 

4. Attendance was about the 
same in all sections of the country 
except the Far West, where sub- 
stantially fewer persons attend 
worship services. Highest attend- 
ance was found in the smaller 
cities—those between 2,500 and 
50,000 population. 

5. Little difference was found in 
attendance by season of the year 
or by age group. 

To combat religious indifference 
and help Reform temples increase 
attendance at worship services, the 


 tolive " 


Worship with them this week 
—_lC CU 


» WES MCHES We Pees 9-261) 


National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods has 


Temple Attendance Kit, containing 


prepared a 


many practical suggestions and 
materials. Congregations which 
have put these to use locally have 
increased attendance substantially. 
The kit enables temples to capital- 
ize on the nation-wide advertising 
of Religion American Life, the 
non-sectarian campaign which 
has been responsible for getting 
more Americans to attend and sup- 
port the church or synagogue of 
their choice. Sample copies of the 
kit are available free on request. 

To cope further with the prob- 
lem, a “Back to the Synagogue” 
movement has been launched by 
the Synagogue Council of America. 
representing all three branches of 


Judaism. 


PERMIT 





BUS BENCHES ADVERTISE WORSHIP—In Miami 15 bus benches have been dedicated to the 


Religion in American Life campaign, urging people to attend the church or synagogue of 


their choice. Shown above examining one of the benches, |. to r., are Bob Herris, Coral 


Gables Jewish Center Brotherhood, secretary-treasurer of Bus Benches, Inc., Miami, the donor; 
Sylvan Lebow, NFTB executive director and RIAL Board member, and Albert J. Hirsch, presi- 
dent of Temple Israel Brotherhood, Miami, an NFTB Board member. 
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What Do the 
Members 


WANT 


By Louis Getz 
President, Har Sinai Brotherhood, 


Baltimore 


HE INCOMING OFFICERS and 

Board of Har Sinai Brother- 
hood, last summer worked on the 
problem of discovering what the 
members wanted, and their new 
needs of today. A questionnaire 
was devised with 2] main ques- 
tions including subdivisions. There 
were approximately 40 questions 
to answer with a_ possible 68 
check-off answers. The questions 
were carefully worded to uncover 
preferences, habits, wants, knowl- 
edge of Brotherhood activities, 
and included a section for criti- 
cisms and recommendations. 

Our 425 brotherhood members 
received the questionnaires. In a 
few weeks 166 completed question- 
naires were returned, more than 
enough for a good sampling. 

There were many significant dis- 
coveries from the answers. For ex- 
ample: 

1. Many members want to be 
active but are not. either because 
they are not asked or feel there is 
little opportunity. Over 38% want 
to be active brotherhood members. 

2. 16% of the men are not fa- 
miliar with the work of the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society. 

3. A Brotherhood meeting with 
a speaker as the main attraction 
appeals to 75% of the members. 

4, 37% 


know that brotherhood members 


of the men did not 


are ready to supply blood to them 
or their immediate families if 


needed. 
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5. Of seven proposed activities, 
the men preferred the following: 
classes in Jewish history, 23%; 
Bible classes, 19%; mambo dance 
17%; 


11%; softball tournament, 10%; 


classes, Hebrew classes, 
bridge classes, 10%; golf tourna- 
ment, 10%. 

6. 83% of the men frequently 


read our monthly brotherhood 
bulletin, discontinued last year be- 
cause it was too costly, 


7. The asked 
what type of Brotherhood affairs 


members were 


they liked and were given seven 
types to consider, with instruc- 
tions to cite their first three pref- 
erences in order of their import- 
ance. First choice was serious 
speakers, dinner meetings and stag 
smokers; second, was panel dis- 
cussions, serious speakers and din- 
ner meetings; and third choice 
was humorous speakers, dances 
and panel discussions. Religious 
content meetings ran a poor last 
in all three choices. However, when 
all preferences were recorded, it 
was discovered that six of the 
seven types of meetings were al- 
most equally preferred. The con- 
clusion is obvious that a balanced 


program is essential. 


Results of Survey 


8. Only 16° of the men want 
the Brotherhood affairs limited to 
the members of the Brotherhood. 

9. Over one-third of the men 
said they would like to be invited 
to a Brotherhood Board meeting. 

10. Over 25% of the men made 
comments which included com- 
plaints, grievances, advice, words 
of encouragement and regrets. 

The logical question is. what 
has been done as a result of the 
What are the 


changes that have been made and 


questionnaire ? 


are being planned? The following 
has taken place: 


1. All members who indicated a 


desire to be active were placed on 
the committee of their choice. 

2. Those who indicated they 
would like to participate in the 
Brotherhood bowling league, were 
placed on teams, 

3. The Brotherhood year has 
been carefully re-planned to pro- 
vide the members with a balanced 
program of meetings. 

1. The Brotherhood plans to re- 
activate its monthly brotherhood 
bulletin next year. 

5. This year, a weekly mambo 
dance class will be held for the 
Brotherhood and Temple members 
and their wives. Top flight instruc- 
tion will be supplied. Refreshments 
will give it a party flavor. 

6. Two adult education classes 
will be held this year. The ten-week 
classes entitled “Pathways Through 
the Bible” and the “Study of Jew- 
ish History,” will be conducted by 
Rabbi Abraham Shusterman. 

7. Fifteen members already have 
been invited to and have attended 
the first two Brotherhood Board 
meetings and additional members 


will be invited each month. 


8. The Member Retention Com- 
mittee has been greatly strength- 
ened to include additional men of 
experience to investigate all com- 
plaints and grievances, to inter- 
view delinquent paying members 
and discharge resignations. 

9. The Member Indoctrination 
Committee has extended its work 
and tightened up its methods of 
maintaining control of new mem- 
bers for one year. 

10. Additional funds have been 
allotted to the Publicity Committee 
to get the “new look” over to the 
membership. 

11. All committee jobs have 
been redefined in writing, to pro- 
vide full instructions. 

12. The Brotherhood Constiu- 


tion will be revised, to set the 
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pattern for further growth and 
provide the means for achieving 
new objectives. 

13. An advisory council made 
up of past Brotherhood presidents 
has been organized. 

14. The place of the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society in the Brother- 
hood future is carefully being 
studied so that it will play a promi- 
nent role in its new setting. 

Yes, this will be a great Brother- 
hood, It will be woven with skill 
and_ inspiration, using — strong 
fibers of imagination and work in- 
to a pattern designed to fit into 
this modern life we lead. There 
will be something for everybody 
at Har Sinai because “what the 
men asked for the men will get.” 
Mortar and Brotherhood spirit will 
be no strange alliance—“the shad- 
ow of the body as it walks the 
world.” 


Rabbis Plan JCS Seminar 
A workshop devoted to JCS tech- 


niques and experiences will be held 
at the annual convention of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis June 25-28 at the Ritz- 
Carlton Hotel in Atlantic City, N. J. 


Welcome New Affiliates 
Philadelphia, Pa., BETH OR MEN’S CLUB, 
Pres., Joseph Q. Kline; Park Forest, 
I]l., CONGREGATION BETH SHOLOM MEN’S 
cLuB, Pres., Lester Eisner; Levittown, 
Pa., TEMPLE SHALOM MEN’S CLUB, Pres., 
A. E. Rubenstein; Skokie, II]., BROTHER- 
HOOD OF TEMPLE JUDEA, Pres., Theodore 
G. Horan; Baton Rouge, La., MEN’s 
CLUB OF TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL, Pres., 
Allan R. Brent; Nyack, N. Y., MEN’s 
CLUB OF CONGREGATION SONS OF ISRAEL, 
Pres., Sidney Szerlip; Little Neck, N. Y., 
MEN’S CLUB OF TEMPLE MENORAH, Pres., 
M. Leslie Hare; Williamsport, Pa., 
BROTHERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH HA- 
SHALOM, Pres., Louis Hirsh. 
TV Stories Wanted 

The Jewish Chautauqua Society 
is in the market for story outlines 
for television programs about 
Judaism. Suggestions or inquiries 
may be directed to the Society at 


838 Fifth Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 
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PROFILES 


about men who have 
rendered outstanding 
service to Brotherhood 


HEN BLINDNESS descends like 
W. shadow over the light, most 
people stricken by this tragedy are 
inclined to lead a greatly restricted 
life. Not so with Silas Adelsheim, 
of Pittsburgh, who recently was 
elected vice-president of the Na- 
tional Temple 


Brotherhoods. He has risen above 


Federation of 


his handicap by perseverance and 
patience, by keeping busy and 
through public service. 

Although Si Adelsheim has been 
blind for 17 years, he doesn’t look 
or act like a blind man. His friends 
do not think of him as blind, but 
rather as a trusted leader and ad- 
viser who has a deeper insight into 
many problems than most men 
who are blessed with sight. He has 
an uncanny knack of getting to 
the core of a problem quickly and 
a keen analytical mind which has 
made him a success in business as 
a merchandise broker, as well as 
in community service. 

He also has a zest for life which 
is contagious. He likes people, and 
attends many group meetings. He 
enjoys his work, and he socializes 
a lot and has a good time. As a 
result, he has a wide circle of 
friends, who cooperate in his many 
endeavors. 

Typical of the organizational 
genius of Si Adelsheim is his chair- 
manship of the TV and Radio 
Committee of the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society. This effort has 
brought fruit in the production of 
two motion pictures “Let There Be 
Light” and “This Is Our Faith.” 
Although Si has never seen them, 
they have received widespread at- 
tention and acclaim throughout the 
country, and others are in pro- 


duction. 





SILAS ADELSHEIM 


Possessed of a remarkable mem- 
ory, Si will disarm you by his rec- 
ollection of names and facts, and 
he has developed his other senses 
to such an extent that his alertness 
often will put him in command of 
a situation at a public gathering. 

His activities in the service of 
Reform Judaism are many, and he 
tackles each job with thoroughness 
and enthusiasm. In addition to his 
NFTB responsibilities, he is a 
board member and Combined 
Campaign Chairman of Rodef 
Shalom Temple. He organized the 
Western Pennsylvania Conference 
of Temple Brotherhoods. 

Another consuming interest of 
Si’s is the fight against blindness. 
He is president of The National 
Council to Combat 
which seeks grants for research 


Blindness. 


into the causes, treatment and cure 
of diseases that result in blindness. 

Topping Silas Adelsheim’s bless- 
ings is his wonderful wife, Peggy. 
Not only is she his eyes, but his 
confidant and help mate, ever guid- 
ing him to greater achievements. 
They have two married sons and 
two grandchildren. The capable 
manner in which the Adelsheims 
have overcome one of life’s greatest 
handicaps, their cheerful personali- 
ties, and their life of service to 
others make them an inspiration to 


all who come in contact with them. 
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JCS—Our Good 
Will Ambassador 


By J. ROBERT ARKUSH 


Chancellor, Jewish Chautauqua Society 


CIENCE HAS afforded man more 

leisure than ever was dreamed 
of in the past, but humanity still 
has not been able to conquer the 
problem of living together in 
peace. 

People today are oppressed by 
fear of an atomic war. They are 
questioning themselves more — 
searching for an answer, for a 
faith to live by. They are turning 
from science and materialism. and 
looking with hopeful eyes toward 
religion as the only way to solve 
their basic problems. 

In the United States, religion is 
on a decided upswing in all walks 
of life. More people are affiliated 
with churches and temples than 
ever before. More houses of wor- 
ship are being built. 

This religious revival has had 
particular impact on the college 
campus. The American college stu- 
dent has turned from the some- 
what atheistic position of the 
twenties and thirties, to a re-evalu- 
ation of religion as a way of life. 
Students today recognize religion 
as an essential source of inspira- 
tion, 

We, as Jews, are taking advan- 
tage of this religious upsurge. 
Through the illuminating work of 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society, we 
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are spreading knowledge about 
Jews and Judaism where knowl- 
edge counts—by our visiting 
rabbis and resident lectureships in 
colleges throughout the nation; by 
our donations of Jewish reference 
books to the college libraries and 
by our rabbis serving as counselor- 
Christian 


church youth camps. 


teachers in summer 

Constantly seeking new methods 
of education, JCS also is reaching 
out with motion pictures to the 


mass audience on television. Two 


er ORE ORT 





BUILDING UNDERSTANDING THROUGH EDUCATION — Students at Chapman College, 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


films already have been telecast 
in the principal cities of the coun- 
try; others are in production. 
This is Chautauqua’s approach 
in a troubled world. Through our 
program of education we are for- 
ever adding to the foundations 
of better understanding which are 
among the basic precepts of the 


American way of life. 


New Life Members 
Five new life memberships in the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society were 
announced recently. They are: Ed- 
win Palmer Henschel, New Ro- 
chelle: Jules Itts, New York: Mrs. 
Jules Itts,; New York; Herman 
Vershbow, Brookline, Mass. and 
Milton E. Harris, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Life memberships are $1000; pay- 
ment may be spread over four 


years at $250 a year. 
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Orange, Calif., are pictured above with Rabbi Alfred Wolf, of Wilshire Boulevard Temple, 


Los Angeles, discussing a library of Jewish reference books recently donated to the college 


by the Jewish Chautauqua Society. L. to r. 


are Sharon Caldwell, Joseph Treece, Sarah 


Gaman, Mrs. Fanny Carlton, college librarian, Rabbi Wolf and James Backstrom. 
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A CONVOCATION opened the week’s activities, in which 3,500 students par- 
ticipated. All faiths were represented. 





RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS WEEK at the University of Cincin- 
nati November 13-18 typified programs of spiritual evalu- 
ation on college campuses throughout the country, for 





which the Jewish Chautauqua Society is invited to assign 


rabbis. Symbols of Judeo-Christian heritage, shown above, 
heralded theme “Is YOUR God Too Small?” 


FACULTY LUNCHEONS for visiting clergy and lay leaders helped plan week's 
events. 








sil _— Pape iad Ex. 
CLOSING SERVICE was held at Hebrew Union College JCS REPRESENTATIVE was Rabbi Selwyn D. Ruslander, of Dayton, seen above 


Chapel. conducting one of many informal discussions. 
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Sisterhood Si Optcs 


OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION 


838 FIFTH AVENUE, 


OF TEMPLE 


NEW YORK 21, 


SISTERHOODS 


NEW YORK 





NFTS PRESIDENT 


Heads Baltimore Hebrew Congregation 


O* Sunpay, JANUARY 29, in an 
impressive Temple ceremony, 
following a congregational dinner, 
Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer, President 
of the National 
Temple Sisterhoods, was installed 


Federation of 


by Rabbi Morris Lieberman as 
President of the Baltimore Hebrew 
Congregation, Baltimore, Md. She 
is the first woman to serve as the 
President of a large congregation. 

This is not the only time that 
Mrs. Dalsheimer has been a 
“First.” She was the first woman 
to serve as president of the Jewish 
Community Center of Baltimore. 
Last summer, in Brussels, Belgium, 
she presided over the first meet- 
ing to consider the role of women 
in international efforts to bring 
inter-faith 
standing called under the auspices 
of the World Brotherhood move- 


about _ better under- 


ment. 

In addition to being President 
of the National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods and the Balti- 
more Hebrew Congregations, she 
serves Reform Judaism in other 
posts. Mrs. Dalsheimer is a mem- 
ber of the National Executive 
Board of the Union of American 


Hebrew Congregations, the Board 
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Mrs. Hugo Dalsheimer 


of Governors of the Hebrew Union 
Institute of Reli- 


gion and the Governing Body of 


College-Jewish 


the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism. 

In his induction address, Dr. 
Maurice N. Ejisendrath, President 
of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, hailed Mrs. Dal- 
sheimer’s election as a “symbol 
of the need for augmented tender- 
ness in a world which often glori- 
fies hardness and harshness.” Said 
Dr. Eisendrath, “The mission of 


Judaism, to enrich society with 


added compassion and sensitivity, 


will be greatly enhanced if women 
will play a greater role in the 
leadership of congregational life. 
I hope that Mrs. Dalsheimer’s elec- 
tion will open a new chapter in 
American religious life, bringing 
into important posts women who 
are qualified to administer con- 
gregational affairs as well as minis- 
ter to the needs of their families. 
. . . Equality belongs in the 
synagogue as well as everywhere 
else in society.” 

The good wishes and warm con- 
sratulations of Sisterhood mem- 
bers go to Mrs. Dalsheimer on her 


assumption of another high office. 


Here and There 
in the 
Sisterhood World 


e The close relationship between 
Judaism and democracy is_ the 
theme being stressed by the Sis- 
terhood Discussion Group, Temple 


Emanu El, Lynbrook, New York. 


e Members of the Temple Sister- 
hood, Atlanta, Georgia. like a num- 
ber of other Sisterhood women, 


] 


are transcribing textbooks and 


other reference material into 
Braille so that blind children may 
carry on their education in class- 
rooms together with sighted chil- 
dren. 


(Continued on Page 30 








SISTERHOODS EDUCATE THEIR MEMBERS 


EWISH TRADITION is replete with 
J injunctions to study, to ac- 
quire knowledge. Certainly, this 
emphasis on the importance of 
transmitting the teachings of the 
fathers from generation to genera- 
tion has played a major role in 
the survival of the Jewish people. 

Sisterhoods are playing an im- 
portant part in bringing to their 
members an awareness and under- 
standing of the various compo- 
nents of the Jewish tradition and 
in showing them how to transmit 
it to their families. Through work- 
shops, study groups and institutes, 
as well as through their programs, 
Sisterhoods are doing a major ed- 
ucational job. 

A request for information about 
Sisterhood education programs 
sent to every Sisterhood Chairman 
of the Department on Religion 
and Education brought a host of 
replies. Excerpts illustrate the vari- 
ety of educational programs in 
which Sisterhoods engage. 

“At a Chanuko Workshop,” 
writes Mrs. Louis Froelich, Vice- 
President, Temple Israe! Sister- 
hood, Dayton, Ohio.” tables were 
decorated appropriately for the 
holiday. Our Cantor presented a 
talk on the history and significance 
of Chanuko. Then, one of our 
members gave an excellent demon- 
stration on decorating the home. 
The women were given equipment 

scissors and paper—and were 
taught to make simple menorahs, 
dreydls, and Mogen Davids for 
home decoration. The leader had 
a complete display of more com- 
plicated decorations. We felt this 
was very beneficial to the mothers 
of young children who are trying 
to make this a beautiful holiday 


in the home, 
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“In the future, we plan to have 
a workshop for every major holi- 
day, led by our Rabbi, and sup- 
plemented by the women in the 
Sisterhood. Various types of food 
appropriate to the holiday will be 
prepared and celebration of the 
day emphasized. Reaction to this 
type of workshop is excellent.” 

“The Adult Study Group,” writes 
Mrs. Max B. Sherman, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Women of Mizpah, Chicago, 
Ill., “is conducted by our Rabbi 
each Sunday morning, and is well 
attended not only by Sisterhood 
women, but by their husbands, as 
well. The lectures last one and one- 
half hours followed by question 
periods. We usually have between 
50 and 75 men and women at each 
session. Last year the major topic 
of discussion was ‘The Bible.’ This 
year our subject is ‘Jewish Prac- 
tices and Beliefs!’ ” 

“This year we have been fortu- 
nate enough to have the Rabbi 
work with us on our education 
group plan,” writes Mrs. Martin 
Lewis, Vice-President, Sisterhood 
Temple Emanuel, Winston Salem, 
N. C. “The groups meet every 
Monday afternoon. Two forty-five 
minute sessions are held. The first 
is devoted to the study of Hebrew 
in order to learn how to read it 
well enough to follow the prayer 
book and for the mothers to be 
able to help their children. The 
second period consists of a dis- 
cussion based on the book, “Basic 
Judaism,’ by Milton Steinberg.” 

Mrs. Marvin Perelman, Temple 
Israel Sisterhood, Akron, Ohio. 
writes: “Our subject is the prayer 
book and we are following the 
course of study outlined in the 
course, ‘Prayer and the Union 


Prayerbook, which we received 


through nrrs. Our Rabbi was the 
guest at the first meeting. We are 
meeting twice a month in mem- 
bers’ homes. The discussion is 
spirited. We go off on tangents 
which adds extra zest and arouses 
greater curiosity for further re- 
search and study.” 

A joint educational program is 
sponsored by the Sisterhood and 
Brotherhood of Temple Emanu-E], 
Yonkers, N. Y. Mrs. Jerome D. 
Stein, Sisterhood Chairman of 
Adult Education, writes that 136 
persons registered and attendance 
was good. Among the courses given 
were “Lives of the Prophets,” 
“Comparative Religion,” and ele- 
mentary and advanced Hebrew. 

The National 


Temple Sisterhoods makes avail- 
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able to Sisterhoods study material 
which may be the basis of Sister- 
hood Jewish education programs. 
Among these are “Leader’s Dis- 
cussion Guides for Holiday work- 
shops”. for Chanuko, Purim and 
Passover; “A Birds-Eye View of 
Jewish Literature” and others. One 
copy of each of these publications 
is available free of charge to a 
Sisterhood. The nominal charge 
for additional copies is listed in 
the NFts Catalog. Sisterhoods 
which desire help in setting up ed- 
ucation programs or wish to order 
any of these publications should 
write to NFTS, 838 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 21, New York. 





A future issue of American 
Judaism will carry informa- 
tion about the education pro- 
grams carried on under the 
auspices of the Committee 
on Peace and World Rela- 


tions. 
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A “STRIKING EXAMPLE OF LEADERSHIP IN ACTION" was 
one of the comments made by the NFTS District Presidents about the 
recent three-day meeting of the NFTS District Presidents’ Council. 
The Presidents discussed many topics including the YES Fund, 
departmentalization, the structure of a District, planning a District 


convention, and District projects. Mrs. William J. Leffler, Chairman 


of the Committee on District Federations, presided. 


With the 
NFTS Districts 


A UNIONGRAM TREE was one of the exhibits prepared by the 
Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood, Dallas, Texas, for the convention of 
NFTS District #22, Texas-Oklahoma Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods. L. to r. are Mrs. Edward C. Stern and Mrs. Edwin Tobolow- 
sky, co-chairmen of Exhibits and Mrs, Robert |, 


Ross, President, 


Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood, 
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A CENTERPIECE representing the altar in the temple won first 
prize for the Sisterhood of Sinai Temple, Pittsburgh, Pa., in a contest 
sponsored by NFTS District #5, the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods. The Sisterhood received a framed citation and 


its name was inscribed in the Book of Living Judaism. 


A VERY IMPRESSIVE installation ceremony revolves around this 
megillah in which is inscribed the name of every Past-President of 
NFTS District #7, the West Virginia Federation of Temple Sister- 
hoods. Mrs. Charles Cohen, Charleston, West Virginia created the 
megillah, 








(Continued from Page 27) 

e A personalized Uniongram is 
sent to every hospitalized mem- 
ber of the Temple Emanu-El Sis- 
terhood, Spokane, Washington. 
This serves a dual purpose: good 
wishes are sent to the ailing mem- 
ber and a contribution is made 
toward the NFTS YES Fund. 


e A panel discussion entitled 
“Thirty-five Years After — Has 
Suffrage Helped You?” was con- 
ducted at a meeting of the Sister- 
hood of Central Synagogue of 
Nassau County, Rockville Centre, 
New York. Three panelists dis- 
cussed “Women in Politics,” “Wom- 
en in Education and Science” 
and “Women in the Home and 
Congregation.” Miss Jane Evans, 
nFTts Executive Director, was the 
moderator. 


e A gift certificate from the 
Temple Sinai (Oakland, Calif.) 
Judaica Shop is that Sisterhood’s 
latest suggestion for solving gift 
problems. These certificates, hand- 
somely printed and decorated, may 
be purchased for any amount de- 
sired and the recipient then chooses 
his or her own gift. 








THE NFTS PAST-PRESIDENT'S pin, 
which the Sisterhood had mounted on a 
solid gold engine-turned circle, the size of 
a half-dollar, was presented to Mrs. Allan 
Hyman by the Sisterhood of Union Reform 
Temple, Freeport, L. I. 


30 





~ = pe oe Se 


ON THIS HAND-ILLUMINATED PARCHMENT plaque in the Sisterhood lounge of 





the Union House of Living Judaism-Berg Memorial in New York City are being inscribed 
the names of the Sisterhoods completing their quota of $10.00 per member to the House 
of Living Judaism project. The names of the Sisterhoods which completed their quotas 
prior to the erection of the building are inscribed on the Fireplace wall. 


Sisterhoods Continue to Fill House 
of Living Judaism Quota 


~ on THE LAST NFTS Biennial 
Assembly, thirteen Sisterhoods 
fulfilled their quota of $10.00 per 
member to the House of Living 
Judaism. Their names have been 
engraved on the parchment plaque 
which covers the East Wall of the 
Sisterhood lounge in the Union 
House of Living Judaism-Berg 
Memorial in New York City. The 
following Sisterhoods have gone 
“Over the Top” since last year: 
Temple Aid Sisterhood, Joplin, 
Missouri 
Ashland Temple Sisterhood, 
Ashland, Kentucky 
Sisterhood of Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek, Lansing, Mich- 
igan 
The Temple Sisterhood, Atlanta, 
Georgia 
Sinai Temple Sisterhood, Spring- 
field, Massachusetts 
Temple Beth-El Sisterhood, San 
Antonio, Texas 
Sisterhood of Temple Israel of 
Jamaica, Jamaica, New York 
Sisterhood of Temple Anshe 
Emeth, New Brunswick, New 


Jersey 


Leo Baeck Temple Sisterhood, 
Los Angeles, California 

The Temple Sisterhood, Hot 
Springs, Arkansas 

Temple Israel Sisterhood, Bly- 

theville, Arkansas 

Ohev Isrvel Temple Sisterhood, 

Newark, Ohio 
Temple B’nai Israel, Muskegon, 
Michigan. 

The need for contributions to 
the House of Living Judaism still 
exists. Additional space is urgently 
needed and can be obtained only 
through the building of two more 
floors on the building. 

For every $10.00 contribution, 
a name, either in honor or in me- 
morium, may be inscribed in the 
Book of Living Judaism. The 
names of Sisterhoods completing 
their quotas of $10.00 per mem- 
ber will be inscribed on the hand- 
some parchment plaque. 

If your Sisterhood has not yet 
completed its quota toward the 
House of Living Judaism, please 


do so now. The need is great! 
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BOOKS 


Tue Betu Et Story. By Irving I. 
Katz. Wayne University Press. 


One of the meatiest and hand- 
somest temple histories ever pro- 
duced. It reflects the high standards 
and scholarly capacities of Mr. Katz, 
executive secretary of Temple Beth 
El, Detroit, and honorary president 
of the National Association of Temple 
Secretaries. The lively volume is 
greatly enhanced by Mr. Katz’ ac- 
count of the Jewish history of Michi- 
gan before 1850 and by an essay on 
300 years of American-Jewish history 
by Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, renowned 
scholar. The book also reflects the 
inspiration and generosity of one of 
Reform 
former 


the nation’s most zealous 
Jews, Leonard N. Simons, 


president of Beth El. 


Gop ReEveEALED: AN ANTHOLOGY OF 
JewisH THoucuts. By Lily M. Mon- 
tagu. Messrs. Dillon, 33 Store St., 
London, W.C.i. $1.50. 


The famed leader of British Progres 
sive Judaism has produced another of 
her small but powerful religious 
books. This one assembles thoughts 
about the Creator as He is revealed 
in art, in children, social service, etc. 
A fine devotional book suitable for 
daily use and inspiration. 


THE Fatt anp Rise oF Israet. By 
William L. Hull. Zondervan. $3.95. 


A truly amazing book. The author, a 
Christian fundamentalist, sees the res- 
surection of the Jewish state as an 
act of Providence. In the elaboration 
of this thesis, he chronicles the history 


of Judaism, including a graphic ac- 
count of the birth of Israel (which he 
witnessed first hand) and its life up 
to date. Hull’s account, interpolated 
with comments about the way in 
which the Divine Hand shaped Jewish 
destiny, is extremely accurate. Rarely 
has a non-Jew so sympathetically cap- 
tured the “feel” of Jewish history. 


THe Creative Auprence. By Re- 
becca Imber and Jack J. Cohen. The 


Reconstructionist Press. $3.00. 


Organizations can promote their ob- 
jectives more efficiently if their mem- 
bers are participants as well as audi- 
tors at meetings. How to achieve this 
difficult end is refreshingly described 
in this pioneering primer, which gives 
vivid recipes for the concocting of 
buzz-sessions, socio-dramas, — work- 
shops and similar devices for animat- 
ing audiences, as well as examples of 
lively discussions on a host of topics, 
mostly related to parent-school rela- 
tionships. 


Memoirs OF AMERICAN Jews, 1775- 
1865, Vors. I-Il. By Jacob R. 
Marcus. Jewish Publication So- 
ciety, 1955. $4.00 per volume. 


The indefatigabie pen of the direc- 
tor of the American Jewish Archives 
and Professor of History at the HUC- 
JIR continues to enrich American 
Jewish life. In these latest volumes 
of Americana, Dr. Marcus has se- 
lected portions of the. memoirs of 
fascinating American Jewish person- 
alities. Each one speaks for himself. 
Our knowledge both of American 
and of Jewish history is broadened 
by these memoirs. Especially notable 
is the complete text of his self-de- 
fense by Uriah Levy. 
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